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Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

The Open Table movement in Erie is
spreading like wildfire as community
members, young adults, business leaders,
congregation members, and government
join forces to support young people and
families in need.  

The Open Table leaders in Erie hosted a
Coffee and Conversation on April 17th, 2018
at the Summit. This informational session
yielded 14 new recruits who were eager to
learn about the Open Table, but more so,

eager to engage people in poverty in a new
manner. These congregation and
community leaders listened as the needs
that exist in our community were brought to
light, as well as how the Open Table model
fills a void within the child-serving system by
offering on-going support, faith and
relationships. 

On May 8th, 2018 Jon Katov, the founder of 
the Open Table, returned to Erie as a guest
speaker for Erie Young Adults. To his
amazement, the model had been embraced
by the Erie community almost effortlessly. It
had even taken on a life of it's own as a
Convening Table formed in support of
launching the Open Table model county-

wide. The evening was filled with stories of
success in which Table members across
America transformed the lives of so many
young people and their families. The safe-

space created by Adam Frano, founder of
Erie Young Adults, allowed for personal
stories of tragedy and triumph to be shared,

and tears to be shed, as the young adults
reflected on how their own lives could be
changed through the Open Table. 

O P E N  T A B L E
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Erie County's Open Table

Adam proclaimed, "the Open Table is about
bringing the message {of Christ} to the table." His
enthusiasm was mirrored by Anita McCoy who
said "Erie will become a model for the nation,"

and those words couldn't ring more true. The
Open Table in Erie certainly is breaking new
ground, not only by bringing various sectors
together around a cause, but by forming a
Convening Table who serves as a resource for the
licensed congregations who are launching Tables
and embarking on their journey to be the hands
and feet of Christ. Members of the Convening
Table meet monthly to streamline the candidate
referral process, develop plans for growth and
sustainability, and recruit new faith communities
to serve others in hopes of launching ten (10)

Tables in the first year. 

Beaverdam Mennonite Church in Corry has recruited
and trained six (6) Table members. They were
assigned a Brother, a young man who has struggled
with addiction and the law, to serve on June 13th,

2018 and are scheduled to Break Bread with him
soon.  

Erie First Assembly of God has paid their licensing fee
and identified a Mission Leader (Cindy Matta) who is
busy recruiting volunteers to serve on their first Table.

She is hosting an informational session on Sunday
June 24th.  

Open Table is committed to creating a barrier-free
community, especially for those who want to serve.

Table members do not have to be from the same
faith community. We welcome Table Members from
various congregations, businesses, or groups to come
together and form a Table. Remember, the mission is
to transform lives out of poverty, and we need all the
willing hands and open hearts we can get. 

Want to show your support, but can't commit to
being a Table Member? Consider making a monetary
donation that would be used for scholarships for
congregations who may not be able to afford the
licensing fee, or emergency needs of a Brother or
Sister being served. Contact us for details.  

S U C C E S S E S

For more information visit

www.theopentable.org 

or email us at theopentableerie@gmail.com

Adam Fran & Jon Katov on May 8th, 2018 at Erie Young Adults

During the first year, Tables will be serving youth
who are aging out of the foster care system. There
are approximately 20 young adults who age out
of the system each year in Erie County. Without
volunteers, such as Table Members, these young
people will likely fall victim to poverty.  

The relationships formed through involvement with

Open Table volunteers allows for a smooth transition

from formal supports to independence and self

sustainability.   

JOIN THE MOVEMENT


